
 

November 2019 

Administrators’ Message 
Catholic Education Sunday is celebrated on the first Sunday of November each year. This year, it 
is on November 3 and its theme is “United in Prayer and Grateful for Catholic Schools.” 
 
We are so grateful for the gift of publicly-funded Catholic Education in our province. Let us 
rejoice and be glad that we have the opportunity to offer our students a Catholic education 
where each person is invited to enter into a living relationship with God. Please see our 
Trustees and Superintendent’s Letter for Catholic Education Sunday on the school website 
www.jhpicard.ecsd.net 
 

November is also a time to honor all those who have given their life 
to military service so that we may live in a democratic society free to 
share our opinions and values safely with one another. Our 
Remembrance Day Services will be on Friday, November 8: 
- Junior & Senior High students (Gr. 7-12) at 8:45 AM. 
- Elementary classes (Gr K-6) at 9:30 AM. 

Poppies will be distributed to students that morning. Donations to the poppy fund will be 
gratefully accepted. Monies raised through the poppy fund go to support our veterans. As 
always, parents are invited to join us for our Remembrance Day ceremonies! Thank you to 
Mme Demers and Mme Fukushima for organizing our Remembrance Day ceremonies. Our 
school will be closed on Monday, November 11. 
 
 
Many Blessings, 

 
Guitta Kodershah  Brigitte Levasseur  Nicole Thomlinson 
Principal   Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.jhpicard.ecsd.net/


Office Hours  

Our school office is open from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

and 8:00- 1:30 PM Thursday. Parents who call the school outside of these hours are asked to 

leave a clear message and we will return your call as soon as we are able to. Please remember 

that we will be happy to give your child a message at the end of the day or at breaks in 

instructional time, such as recess or lunch. We thank you for your understanding of our wanting 

to protect learning time for all students by not interrupting classes for messages.  

 

 

November Events  
November 6  Immunization Gr. 6 & 9 
 
November 8  Remembrance Day Ceremony:  

(Gr. 7- 12 @ 8:45)- (K-6 @ 9:30) 
 

November 11  No School- Remembrance Day 
 
November 12  Awards Ceremony: 
   (High School @ 8:45)- (Junior High@ 10:45) 
 
November 13  School Council Meeting @ 6:00 pm 
 
November 19  2020 Quebec Trip Fundraising meeting @ 6:00 pm  
 
November 20  Student Led Conferences 3:30- 8:00 
 
November 21  No school- Staff Professional Development Day 
 
November 22  Elementary Hot Lunch- Café Puma- 
 
November 29  2020 Grad- Fashion & FUN-draising Event @ 6:30 
 

 
Please note that all school events and activities are entered in the school website calendar. 

The calendar is viewable on the Home Page at: 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8410/calendar/Pages/default.aspx 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8410/calendar/Pages/default.aspx


Awards Ceremony 
It is our pleasure to recognize the exceptional academic achievement of J H Picard students 
during the 2018-2019 academic year. 

▪ Senior High students will be recognized on Tuesday, November 12th at 8:45 am. 
▪ Junior High students will be recognized on Tuesday, November 12th at 10:45 am. 

Parents are welcome to join us for this special event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC AWARDS CRITERIA 

At J H Picard, academic achievement is recognized with Honors (Distinction) and Principal’s 
Honors (Grande Distinction). 

Junior High Level 
To receive Honors, Junior High students must obtain a minimum average of 80% using all five 
core courses and one non-core course. All final marks must be a minimum of 65%. 
 
To receive Principal’s Honors, Junior High students must obtain a minimum average of 90% 
using all five core courses and one non-core course. All final marks must be a minimum of 
65%. 
 
Senior High Level 
To receive Honors, Senior High students must obtain a minimum average of 80% according to 
the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship criteria. 
 
To receive Principal’s Honors, Senior High students must obtain a minimum average of 90% 
according to the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship criteria. 
 
The Alexander Rutherford Criteria can be found at 
https://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships/alberta-scholarships/alexander-rutherford-
scholarship/course-requirements/ 
 

Students receiving Honors and Principal’s Honors at the Senior High level have also qualified 
for scholarship money for post-secondary studies. 

 

https://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships/alberta-scholarships/alexander-rutherford-scholarship/course-requirements/
https://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships/alberta-scholarships/alexander-rutherford-scholarship/course-requirements/


Student Led Conferences 
Student-led conferences this year will take place in November and in 
April, with report cards being posted to PowerSchool in January and June. 
Parents may review student progress at any time by accessing 
PowerSchool. Discussion during Student Led Conferences will focus on 
student achievement to date with evidence of learning from class work, 
assignments and tests students have completed to this point in the school 
year.  

 
Mark your calendars! Student led conferences will take place on November 20, 2019 and April 

29, 2020. 

Conference Booking Site 
Our Student-Led Conferences will take place during late 
afternoon and the evening of Wednesday, November 20 
from 3:30- 5:10 p.m. and 5:50- 8:00 p.m. Our online 

Conference Booking Manager will be open from 3:00 pm on Friday, November 15 until 5:00 pm 
on Tuesday, November 19. Parents who have used the Conference Booking Manager in the past 
may simply log in to book conferences. Instructions for how to log on and book a conference 
time will be emailed to parents next week. 
 

School PD Day- No School-Thursday, November 21 
There will be no school for students on November 21. Our staff will focus on 

professional development. They will collaborate with ECSD Literacy, Numeracy 

and Special Education Consultants to work on lesson planning and assessment 

tasks that will respond effectively to students’ needs. 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Did you know that Scholastic Book Fair returns up to 50% in product profits back 
to our school? This library fundraiser helps our school purchase new books and 
resources for our library and classrooms. 

It is a reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into our 

school.  It is a wonderful selection of engaging and affordable books for 

every reading level.  Please take time to visit our book fair the week of November 18th to 21st.   

Book Fair Dates:  November 18th-21st, 2019 
Shopping Hours:  Every day during recess and after school until 3:30 
Special Activities:  Open during Parent/Teacher conferences Nov. 20th until 7:30 pm 
We look forward to seeing you and your family at our Book Fair!   
Mme Yarmuch and the J.H. Picard Book Fair Committee 

https://picard-edm.schoolsoft.com/login.jsf


Elementary Christmas Concert 
Mark your calendars! The elementary Christmas Concert will be held 
Thursday December 5th at 6:30pm. This year's theme is 'Le 
Réveillon'. We will explore the Francophone tradition through stories, 
song and dance. Come celebrate the spirit of the season as our 
students put on a performance.  

 

Student Support Services 
On Wednesday October 23, Grade 7 and 8 students 

gathered for a student assembly. Rocky Maze, our 

Student Team Youth Advisor, shared the kindness 

motivational video, How You Treat People Is Who You 

Are! Rocky's mentorship role at the school helps create 

community because of the relationships he fosters with 

and amongst students. Diana Smith, provisional 

psychologist, also took the time to present the supports 

offered by Student Support Services here at J.H. Picard. 

She is part of a team that typically works with students on an individual basis, according to the 

specific needs identified. Overall, services and supports aim to create a safe and caring 

environment. Students were reminded that they too have a role to play. We imparted 

the importance of safe and respectful hallway transitions, with an emphasis on personal space. 

Finally, representatives from the Grade 7 to 12 “Conseil étudiants” (Student Council) presented 

their plans for the year and encouraged students to participate in the planned activities and to 

bring their ideas forward to the group. Students in Grades 9 to 12 will have a similar assembly 

in early November. 

School Team Advisors for Youth (STAY)  
Every Junior high school in the Edmonton Catholic School Division has a ‘School Team Advisor 

for Youth’ (STAY) which is comprised of retired Police Officers. The STAY 
role involves:  
 
• Educating, mentoring, and empowering students.  
• Educating and mentoring parents on the realities their children face each 

day by raising parent awareness on these issues.  
• Educating and mentoring staff on the realities that students face each day.  
 
We are appreciative of the support of our S.T.A.Y. Advisor, Rocky Maze, who has been with us 
for more than 10 years, working in partnership with the administration and staff to develop 
action plans for safety and health of all students. Rocky comes to JHP every Tuesday and 
Thursday AM and he can be reached by email at rocky.maze@ecsd.net 

mailto:rocky.maze@ecsd.net


STAY Alert- Cannabis concerns 
On October 17, 2018 the Government of Canada decriminalized possession of Cannabis for 
personal use for adults in Alberta of the age of eighteen years, and where it is obtained from 
an authorized sale point.  
 
Last year the STAY Team in advance of the legalization put out an information piece that 
addressed our concerns regarding care and storage of legal Cannabis so that legal users 
would not become the inadvertent suppliers to our students.  
 
One year later, the next process in the decriminalization process is the introduction of edible 
products into the legal Cannabis sale stream. This will be happening over the next few 
months as products are approved for sale.  
Edible Cannabis products pose very different health concerns due to dosing and overdosing 
issues. There is also a concern over the attractiveness of these items to young people, due to 
the nature of the products; be it in candy or in baked goods form. If edible Cannabis products 
are being stored, there must be extra diligence to make sure that they do not fall into the 
hands of our youth. The consequences of young people consuming these products either 
accidentally or on purpose is significant. There is also a concern with pets consuming these 
products as well.  
 
As with alcohol, tobacco, prescription drugs and other items that our children may be curious 
about, and potentially want to experiment with, we must exercise above average caution 
when it comes to the storage and availability of these products. It is critical for our kids that 
we do not enable a serious health issue or worse. 
 

 

2020 Grad Fashion & FUN-draising Event  

An invitation to all J.H. Picard families to join us on Friday, November 29 at 
6:30 for the 2020 Grad Fashion and FUN-draising Event. 
The event will be held in J.H. Picard’s large gymnasium and will include a 
silent auction, door prizes, a Fashion Show, and light snacks & refreshments!  
 
Tickets will be $10.00 per person and may be obtained from any Gr. 12 

students or at the door.  
Come join for a fun evening and support the J.H. Picard 2020 Graduating Class!  

Harvest Time 
The Grade 2 class spent a sunny afternoon harvesting the vegetables 
planted last Spring in our beautiful courtyard. Carrots and potatoes 
were donated to the Food Bank. The students learned the traditional 
story of the Three Sisters as they engaged in Indigenous experiential 
learning. 
 



Visible Literacy in Action 
Many literacy-rich activities occurred 
during Read-In week including a visit 
from the Minister of Education, the 
Edmonton Public Library and several 
parent volunteers to share the joy of 
reading. We also had a book draw for 
every homeroom class from 

Kindergarten to grade 9. Thank you to Mme Yarmouch, the Read-
In week staff committee and all the visitors for making this week a memorable experience to 
our students and for helping ignite the love of reading at J.H. Picard Learning Community. 
  

Athletics News/Nouvelles athlétiques 
Volleyball High School Girls 
As a spectator I had a lot of fun seeing this team perform 
at tournament and season game. They are a strong team 
giving all they have by picking up balls, making consistent 
sets, finishing the plays and having strong serves. This 
team is lucky to have dedicated coaches: Jeff Gibbons, 
Lise Hartzell and Mackenzie McMillan. 
 
 

 
Volleyball High School Boys 
Our players and coaches showed hard work 
throughout the season. With many new players, we 
have seen incredible improvement. Being a junior 
varsity team, the same team will be playing next year 
as a strong SENIOR VARSITY TEAM. Special thanks to 
our coaches for their hard work and persistence in 
developing these athletes: Olivier Jolin-Roch, David 
Desmeules and Eoghan Hubber. Our MVP for this season is Joshua Bebe for his incredible 
positive energy and leadership throughout the season or tournaments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Alia Temple, a Gr.12 J.H. Picard athlete!  
Alia received a scholarship and officially signed to play with  
the U of A Pandas Soccer team starting in the fall of 2020.  
We are very proud of your achievement!  
 

 

 



J.H. Picard Halloween Carnival 
Thank you to our enthusiastic Student Council Leaders for their hard work in 
organizing a very successful Halloween Carnival on Oct. 31st. It was truly an 
inclusive event filled with fun activities and games for all gr. 7- 12 students. 
We thank Mme Julia Saad for her leadership with the group. 

 

           
 

CTS/CTF Classroom News 
In Aviation CTF, grade 8 and 9 students are 
learning aerodynamic concepts as they apply 
to fixed wing aircraft.  This exploratory 
journey has taken students through the 
conception, construction and assessment of 
a model aircraft using various materials. 
After having test flown their semi-completed 
models, students are now re-examining and 

redesigning the components of the construction to ensure maximum 
aerodynamic efficiency. Their final models will be put through rigorous testing to ensure all 
components work correctly.   
 
 

Grade 8 & 9 students in the Craftivism CTF Option challenged 
themselves this month to represent a local charity using paper 
crafts. Students chose their charity and decided on what message 
they wanted to send. Many chose their charities based on a 
personal connection or a strong appreciation for the organization's 
cause. It was inspiring to see their thoughtfulness, creativity, and 
problem-solving at work!  
Students shared their work through a gallery walk, where they had 
an opportunity to speak about their work to their peers and 
teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 



Junior High Dance Program 
Junior high dancers presented their first group choreography this week to conclude the hip hop 
module of the dance program. Congratulations to all the performers! Mme Renelle is impressed 
with your teamwork and dance skills. Some students will present at the next Lunchapalooza!  
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elementary Choir 
Thanks to all the amazing young singers who have joined our elementary 

choir this year! We are currently preparing songs for the upcoming Christmas 

Concert on December 5th. A reminder that our practices are held Fridays 

from 12h20-12h40 in the theatre room for students in grades 3 – 6. 

 

J.H. Picard School Council 
Our next School Council Meeting is on Wednesday, November 13 at 6:00 

PM in the Library. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your input 

into school decisions and activities! 


